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In The Rai of Eastern Nepal: Ethnic and Linguistic Grouping, Gerd HanBon (1991) classifies the Rai
languages known as ‘Umbule’, i.e. Wambule, and ‘Jerung’, i.e. Jero, as members of the Western
group of Kiranti languages. He points out that the differences in phonology and lexicon between
Wambule and Jero plead in favour of a definition of the latter as a language of its own. The
Wambule and Jero peoples also insist on differentiating between two distinct groups, but they
acknowledge the intimate relationship between their ethnicities and speeches.

In my dissertation The Wambule Language (Opgenort 2002), | present some lexical data which
contrast Wambule spoken in the village of Hilepant and Jero spoken in the southern village of
Mohantar. These data show that the linguistic differences between the Wambule and Jero dialect
groups appear to be quite marginal and actually do not exceed the differences between Germanic
languages such as Dutch and German. Therefore, | tentatively propose that Wambule and Jero do
not constitute two distinct languages, but rather two separate but mutually intelligible sets of
dialects of a single language.

| also suggest that a suitable name for the language combining the Wambule and Jero dialect
groups may well be ‘Chaurasia’. This name is a slight modification of Brian Houghton Hodgson’s
(1857) ‘Chouras’ya’ or Sten Konow’s ‘Chourasya’ (Grierson 1909), which are anglicised versions of
the historical Nepali name Caurasiya ‘eighty-fourth’. This name may originally have been the ordinal
number collectively designating the Wambule- and Jero-speaking district in the old system of His
Majesty’s Government of Nepal for the designation of excise domains, as one of my consultants
claimed. On the other hand, the term may originally have referred to the number of village headmen
or principal households which the district may have comprised.

Today | will present additional, mostly unpublished data which show the lexical, phonological,
morphological and syntactic similarities and differences between the Wambule and Jero dialect
groups. These data further support my thesis about the Chaurasia linguistic unit.
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